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Climate as a common good

23. The climate is a common good, belonging
to all and meant for all. At the global level, it is a
complex system linked to many of the essential
consensus indicates that we are presently witnessing a disturbing warming of the climatic system.
In recent decades this warming has been accompanied by a constant rise in the sea level and, it
would appear, by an increase of extreme weather
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cannot be assigned to each particular phenomenon. Humanity is called to recognize the need
for changes of lifestyle, production and consumption, in order to combat this warming or at
least the human causes which produce or aggra18
vate it. It is true that there are other factors (such
as volcanic activity, variations in the earth’s orbit
and axis, the solar cycle), yet a number of scien-

recent decades is due to the great concentration
of greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide, methane,
nitrogen oxides and others) released mainly as a
result of human activity. Concentrated in the atmosphere, these gases do not allow the warmth
persed in space. The problem is aggravated by
a model of development based on the intensive
use of fossil fuels, which is at the heart of the
worldwide energy system. Another determining
factor has been an increase in changed uses of
the soil, principally deforestation for agricultural
purposes.

